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Tips for electrical safety this winter

It’s no surprise that winter months bring increased
potential for fire risks and electrical safety hazards.
This makes sense because during the coldest months,
consumers are using additional electrical devices and
appliances, like space heaters, electric blankets and
portable generators.

The National Fire Protection Association estimates that
47,700 home fires occur each year in the U.S. due to
electrical failure or malfunction. These fires result in
418 deaths, 1,570 injuries and $1.4 billion in property
damage annually. This winter, safeguard your loved
ones and your home with these electrical safety tips
from the Electrical Safety Foundation International.

1.Don’t overload outlets.

Overloaded outlets are a major cause of residential fires.
Avoid using extension cords or multi-outlet converters for
appliance connections—they should be plugged directly
into a wall outlet. If you’re relying heavily on extension
cords in general, you may need additional outlets to address
your needs. Contact a qualified electrician to inspect your
home and add new outlets.

2.Never leave space heaters unattended.

If you’re using a space heater, turn if off before leaving the
room. Make sure heaters are placed at least three feet away
from flammable items. It should also be noted that space
heaters take a toll on your energy bills. If you’re using
them throughout your home, it may be time to upgrade
your home heating system.

3.Inspect heating pads and electric blankets.
These items cause nearly 500 fires every year. Electric
blankets that are more than 10 years old create additional
risks for a fire hazard. Inspect your electric blankets and

heating pads — look for dark, charred or frayed spots,
and make sure the electrical cord is not damaged. Do
not place any items on top of a heating pad or electric
blanket, and never fold them when in use.

4. Use generators safely.

Unfortunately, winter storms can cause prolonged
power outages, which means members may choose
to use generators to power their homes. For portable
generators, plug appliances directly into the outlet
provided on the generator. Start the generator first,
before you plug in appliances. Run it in a well-
ventilated area outside your home. The carbon
monoxide it generates is deadly, so keep it away
from your garage, doors, windows and vents.
Consult a licensed electrician if you are considering
a generator that would feed directly into your home.
These can pose a serious risk to the lives of line
workers if not installed properly.
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Want to understand your energy dollars?

Billing/nsights™ is an easy way to discover energy-use problems in
your home, get customized tips on improvements and receive a
free LED bulb* just for providing some information.

Visit our website, click on the Billing/nsights™ icon,
complete the free online tool and enjoy the comfort
of home. *Limit one bulb per account number
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Advanced meters let Nolin
know automatically when
your home or business
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Outage notifications / is without power.

sent to y0u 1 Downed lines and other
dangerous situations should
You can now receive text and email g still be reported to

messages about power outages. ’ ‘ 270-765-6153.

Visit www.nolinrecc.com for

“how-to” videosonsigningwp | | OFFICE HOURS CHANGE: WE ARE ON

for outage notifications through

SmartHub. Our Radcliff office is no longer closed (]
during lunch. Office hours at both our

Radcliff and Elizabethtown locations are

Google play _ .
% ; ) S 8am-5pm Monday through Friday.

[nvesting in the fudure

Nolin RECC provides scholarships to 8 area students to supporta

strong future for our local communities.

ors living with a parent/guardian who is a Nolin member are eligible

for one ofsix $1500 and-one $2500 scholarship -

yers seeking a continuing education are eligible for one $1500 scholarship.
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