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Even simple tasks like installing a new 
mailbox post can damage utility lines, 
which can disrupt service to an entire 

neighborhood, harm diggers and 
potentially result in fines and repair 

costs. Never assume the location or depth 
of underground utility lines. There’s 

no need: the 811 service is free, prevents 
the inconvenience of having utilities 
interrupted and can help you avoid 

serious injury. For more information about 
local services, visit www.call811.com

Call Before You Dig      

AVOID 
DANGERS 
AFTER A STORM
Stay safe around power lines:

• If you see a downed power 
line, move away from it and 
anything touching it. Keep 
a distance of 40 feet, as the 
ground around downed pow-
er lines may be energized. 
Assume ALL downed power 
lines are live.

• If you see someone in direct 
or indirect contact with a 
downed line, DO NOT 
touch him or her. You could 
become energized as well. 
Call 911 for assistance.

• Don’t step in water near 
downed lines.

• NEVER attempt to move a 
downed power line or any-
thing else in contact with 
it using an object such as a 
broom or stick. Non-conduc-
tive materials like wood or 

cloth can conduct electricity 
if slightly wet.

• Never drive over a downed 
power line.

• If your vehicle comes in 
contact with a downed power 
line while you’re in the vehicle, 
stay inside the car. Call 911 or 
honk your horn to get help, 
but tell those rendering aid to 
stay away from the vehicle.

• If you must exit the vehicle 
for life-threatening reasons—
jump out and away from it, 
making sure to land with your 
feet together and touching. 
Then, shuffle away with your 
feet touching until you are at 
least 40 feet from the vehicle. 
NEVER attempt to get 
back into a vehicle that is in 
contact with a power line.
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Electric power companies, like Touchstone
Energy Cooperatives, make the electricity and

transport it to your home so you can have lights,
play your video games and more.

Electrical Safety
a. Always ask a grown-up for help when 

you need to use something that uses electricity. 

b. Don't yank or pull cords from a wall. 

c. Ask a grown-up to put safety caps 
on all unused electrical outlets. 

d. Keep electrical stuff away from water. 
Water and electricity don't mix. 

e. Watch out for power lines. 
Never touch a power line, especially if 
there is one that may have fallen down. 


